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from 1960 to 1973 the united states and the communist powers waged a hidden
war in laos which led ultimately to the catastrophe of the vietnam war warner s
groundbreaking book offers the first full account of this secret war based on his
access  to  previously  closed  files  and  to  interviews  with  intelligence  players
military officers and government officials who have not spoken out before

sandwiched between us supported thailand and communist north vietnam the
tranquil buddhist kingdom of laos the original shangri la became the center of a
major cold war crisis in the early sixties when mervyn brown served there as
deputy  to  the  british  ambassador  he  has  written  a  fascinating  and  highly
readable account of his often hazardous experiences which included the battle
of vientiane passing through his garden and a grueling month as prisoner of left
wing pathet lao guerrillas in remote mountainous jungle inhabited by stone age
aboriginal people his story is set against a detailed account of the developing
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political  and  military  crisis  it  reveals  the  tensions  that  developed  in  the  us
between the newly elected president kennedy his secretary of state dean rusk
and their advisors in the state department the cia and the pentagon while a
regional policy was formulated in the face of the perceived communist threat

at the same time the vietnam war was being broadcast into the living rooms of
americans across the country the cia was conducting a large scale secret war in
northeastern laos that few heard about agency case officer jim parker s five years
of combat and immersion in southeast asian culture had a lasting influence on
him and his family his dramatic provocative reminiscence of those years is the
first account by a participant to portray america s involvement in laos and the
people who served there

the first  complete account of  the secret battle of  skyline ridge 1972 when a
ragtag laos thai army supported by the cia threw back a vast nva army

comprehensive account of the war in laos and the cia s involvement in that war

if war really is an extension of politics by other means as carl von clausewitz
declared back in 1827 then few wars have served as better examples than the
secret war in laos from 1961 1975 a clandestine conflict fought in parallel with the
vietnam war the laotian secret war ostensibly set the united states thailand and
various laotian factions against ho chi minh s north vietnamese army nva in
practice the conflict was as much a civil war as an invasion and ultimately it
devolved into a slow motion act of suicide on the part of the lao nation itself the
u s military and its laotian hmong allies led by the resourceful general vang pao
made a disciplined effort to prosecute the warthough from beginning to end
that  effort  was  steeped  in  self  serving  politics  and  hamstrung  by  factional
infighting  irrational  decision  making  and  self  imposed  constraints  that
ultimately  hurt  more  than  they  helped  micromanagement  by  officers  and
clueless  politicians  far  from  the  front  was  bad  enough  far  worse  was  the
corruption of the head butting lao factions who seemed unable to see beyond
their own immediate needs and certainly had no vision for a strong united laos
the so called rightists leftists and neutralist factions simply could not wrap their
heads around the concept that their only hope of survival lay in coming together
against  the  relentless  well  equipped nva  in  fact  one faction the  pathet  lao
repeatedly allied with the nva against their own countrymen but the americans
and vang pao s hmong those who repeatedly found themselves on the sharp
end of the spear in the face of waffling lack of discipline and occasionally sheer
cowardice on the part of their allies refused to give upuntil finally their political
leadership turned their backs on them this is the story of those brave men and
the civilians who helped them fight an increasingly painful and mismanaged war
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it was a war in which the political leaders involved proved conclusively that they
had learned nothing from historyor simply didn t care through ineptitude and
back  room  politicking  the  leadership  of  both  laos  and  the  united  states
eventually gave laos to the communistswho proceeded to crush the lao people
into the dust in the name of a morally bankrupt ideology that they themselves
neither practiced nor truly believed in billy g webb lays out their story with both
great precision and compassion in this lively well researched book outlining the
events that led us into the morass of the secret war and then detailing each
bloody campaign of each bloody year in addition to following the key characters
on the u s laotian side especially the charismatic vang pao he peppers the story
with tales of courageous individuals who fell victim to the nva and the pathet
laoand occasionally the stupidity incompetence and gutlessness of people they
trusted  some  survived  to  fight  again  but  many  of  these  men  military  and
otherwise paid the ultimate sacrifice in their fight to keep laos free webb takes
special care to showcase two organizations the brave forward air controllers who
called themselves the ravens and air america a civilian company run by the cia
that supported the military effort and aided the lao populace whenever they
were called upon few people have ever heard of the ravens those usaf and army
airmen who risked life  and limb in tiny cessna aircraft  to  locate targets  for
bombers and fighters to strike air america is more famous due to the 1990 movie
of the same namea film that unfairly maligned air america as a parcel service for
laotian powerbrokers moving drugs and gold out of the country webb sets the
record  emphatically  straight  that  s  not  to  say  that  such  things  weren  t
happening in laos they were in hindsight it s easy to condemn the cia and the u s
military leadership for allowing the corruption to spread but as nietzsche has
pointed out when you look long in

the tale of a young green beret medic vietnam combat veteran with the top
secret studies and observations group sog who was recruited by the us agency
for  international  development  usaid  schofield  worked  51  2  years  providing
medical support for the hmong and other hill tribes who fought the cia s secret
war in northern laos and was among the last americans to leave se asia in may
1975 it was a surreal time and place that would be impossible to even imagine
today schofiled s book reflects a genuine love for the hmong and their culture as
well as a vast knowledge of their efforts during our secret war in laos in the 1960s
and 1970s read and learn some actual facts not overblown rhetoric from another
barstool hero stephen r leopold is colonel sf usa ret schofield s book will be a
welcome informative addition to recent books released on the early days of
green beret history in southeast asia de oppresso liber john stryker meyer is
author of sog chronicles across the fence and on the ground

describes the secret aerial missions flown by american pilots over laos during the
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vietnam war

as world war ii drew to a close the imperial japanese military seized control of
laos a french protectorate and encouraged nationalist movements to forestall
the revival  of  french power in the region despite these efforts the french re
entered  indochina  and  methodically  retook  the  protectorate  by  1957  the
government of laos and the core of the communist laotian forces known as the
pathet lao entered an uneasy truce which plunged the country into 15 years of
war this illustrated volume explores the resulting war providing a summary of
events and profiling the laotian government forces the government allied forces
and the communist forces

during the  eisenhower  and kennedy administrations  laos  was  positioned to
become a major front in the cold war yet american policymakers ultimately
chose  to  resist  communism  in  neighboring  south  vietnam  instead  two
generations  of  historians  have  explained  this  decision  by  citing  logistical
considerations  laos  s  landlocked  mountainous  terrain  they  hold  made  the
kingdom an unpropitious place to fight while south vietnam possessing a long
coastline navigable rivers and all weather roads better accommodated america s
military forces the universe unraveling is a provocative reinterpretation of u s laos
relations in the years leading up to the vietnam war seth jacobs argues that laos
boasted  several  advantages  over  south  vietnam  as  a  battlefield  notably  its
thousand  mile  border  with  thailand  whose  leader  was  willing  to  allow
washington to use his nation as a base from which to attack the communist
pathet lao more significant in determining u s policy in southeast asia than
strategic appraisals of the laotian landscape were cultural perceptions of the lao
people  jacobs  contends  that  u  s  policy  toward  laos  under  eisenhower  and
kennedy cannot be understood apart from the traits americans ascribed to their
lao allies drawing on diplomatic correspondence and the work of iconic figures
like celebrity saint tom dooley jacobs finds that the characteristics american
statesmen and the american media attributed to the lao laziness immaturity and
cowardice differed from the traits assigned the south vietnamese making lao
chances of withstanding communist aggression appear dubious the universe
unraveling combines diplomatic cultural and military history to provide a new
perspective on how prejudice can shape policy decisions and even the course of
history

in shooting at the moon roger warner chronicles a covert operation that used
hmong villagers as guerrilla fighters against the north during the vietnamese
war  thought  to  be  an  expendable  resource  by  central  intelligence  agency
strategists the hmong died by the thousands fighting the north vietnamese
those who survived were abandoned to their fate when the united states pulled
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out of the war warner s history is the moving and tragic story of how america s
secret war devastated its own allies in southeast asia

keith  quincy  s  landmark  work  shows  us  the  how  and  why  of  this  terrible
outcome lest we forget that when the fighting stops the devastations of war go
on book jacket

1960 president eisenhower was focused on laos a tiny southeast asian nation
washington feared the country would fall to communism triggering a domino
effect in the rest of southeast asia in january 1961 eisenhower approved the cia s
operation momentum a plan to create a proxy army of ethnic hmong to fight
communist forces in laos kurlantzick shows how the brutal war lasted nearly two
decades killed one tenth of laos s total population and changed the nature of the
cia forever

three decades after the conclusion of the civil war that brought the communist
pathet lao to power the leaders of the lao people s democratic republic are still
searching for a compelling and unifying national identity as detailed in postwar
laos a rigorously researched cogently argued and pathbreaking book laotian
nationalism is caught between the rhetoric of preservation and the desire for
modernity using fine grained analysis of substantial ethnographic and archival
material  vatthana  pholsena  sheds  light  on  the  politics  of  identity  the
geographies of memory and the power of historical narrative in contemporary
laos pholsena pays particular attention to the country s ethnic minorities who
had been marginalized politically administratively and symbolically by the french
colonial government which ruled for fifty years and by its royal lao successor
many members of these minorities fought for the lao people s liberation army in
the country s civil war 1960 1975 though and were thus exposed to the processes
of modern politics the first book to examine the impact of such forces on laos s
ethnic minorities and their perception of laotian nationalism postwar laos also
refines  established  theories  of  nationalism  pholsena  addresses  a  weakness
common to all  the tendency to deny agency to individuals who may in fact
interpret their relationship to and place within the nation in a variety of ways
that change according to time and circumstance postwar laos offers  a new
perspective on the history of southeast asia and more broadly on the formation
of  national  identity  that  will  be  welcomed  by  historians  political  scientists
sociologists ethnographers and cultural anthropologists alike

the small nation of laos wedged between thailand and vietnam is little known to
most westerners when the author and her husband a usaid worker moved to
laos in 1971 it was a quiet country falling increasingly under the effects of a heavy
but unacknowledged u s military presence as part of a failing effort in vietnam
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befriended by two young laotians the author became a part of village life joining
holiday celebrations weddings funerals and feasts over a four year period she
developed a deep admiration and affection for the lao people the humor and
pathos  of  these  chaotic  years  before  the  communist  take  over  of  the
government in 1975 are chronicled by following one lao family from communist
controlled  re  education camps to  their  eventual  resettlement  in  the  united
states being born in laos but raised in america from the tender age of 4 i have
not had an opportunity to truly appreciate my own country judy s book opened
my eyes heart and mind to the beautiful people and culture of that life and world
thanks judy lala rivera former refugee fascinating for its portrayal of an unfamiliar
increasingly  dangerous  world  laos  1971  75  this  memoir  floods  readers  with
admiration and sympathy for lao culture suzanne kosanke university of hawaii at
manoa as interest revives in the era of what americans call the vietnam war
there is still little accessible information about that part of the world including
vietnam s neighboring country laos this book is a warm human account of one
person s experiences in laos mary ann mattoon phd minneapolis

on december 2 1975 the lao monarchy was abolished and replaced by the lao
people s democratic republic this marked the end of a controversial u s policy in
which the state department the cia the department of defense and the united
states agency for international development supplied covert military aid to a
nation that was technically neutral at war in the shadow of vietnam is the first
book to recount the full story of u s covert activity in laos from 1955 to 1975 based
on newly declassifled materials as well as interviews with scores of key american
and laotian participants it  describes in detail  the structure and execution of
america s secret war and the long term consequences in an effort to defend the
lao kingdom and to disrupt the flow of communist arms material and soldiers
traversing laos en route to south vietnam the u s created and clandestinely
administered a covert military aid plan that fueled a unique and little known
conflict castle chronicles the close relationship between the cia and the lao army
the role of  the cia s  proprietary airline air  america and the evolution of  u s
thailand  cooperation  and  the  impact  of  thai  support  on  the  lao  military
assistance program until now the covert war in laos has been documented only
in fragmented and speculative fashion by synthesizing an enormous amount of
source  material  much  of  it  gathered  in  laos  castle  not  only  deepens  our
understanding of american intervention in southeast asia but also provides a
masterful reconstruction of a secretive and ultimately tragic episode in united
states foreign policy

As recognized, adventure
as skillfully as experience

approximately lesson,
amusement, as skillfully

as contract can be
gotten by just checking
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Secret War Of Laos and
numerous ebook
collections from fictions
to scientific research in
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them is this The Ravens
Pilots Of The Secret War
Of Laos that can be your
partner.

Where can I purchase The1.
Ravens Pilots Of The
Secret War Of Laos
books? Bookstores:
Physical bookstores like
Barnes & Noble,
Waterstones, and
independent local stores.
Online Retailers: Amazon,
Book Depository, and
various online bookstores
provide a extensive
selection of books in
printed and digital
formats.
What are the diverse2.
book formats available?
Which kinds of book
formats are presently
available? Are there
various book formats to

choose from? Hardcover:
Durable and long-lasting,
usually pricier. Paperback:
Less costly, lighter, and
more portable than
hardcovers. E-books:
Electronic books
accessible for e-readers
like Kindle or through
platforms such as Apple
Books, Kindle, and Google
Play Books.
What's the best method3.
for choosing a The Ravens
Pilots Of The Secret War
Of Laos book to read?
Genres: Think about the
genre you prefer (fiction,
nonfiction, mystery, sci-fi,
etc.). Recommendations:
Seek recommendations
from friends, join book
clubs, or explore online
reviews and suggestions.
Author: If you like a
specific author, you might
enjoy more of their work.
Tips for preserving The4.
Ravens Pilots Of The
Secret War Of Laos books:
Storage: Store them away
from direct sunlight and
in a dry setting. Handling:
Prevent folding pages,
utilize bookmarks, and
handle them with clean
hands. Cleaning:
Occasionally dust the
covers and pages gently.
Can I borrow books5.
without buying them?
Local libraries:
Community libraries offer
a wide range of books for
borrowing. Book Swaps:
Community book
exchanges or internet

platforms where people
exchange books.
How can I track my6.
reading progress or
manage my book
clilection? Book Tracking
Apps: Goodreads are
popolar apps for tracking
your reading progress
and managing book
clilections. Spreadsheets:
You can create your own
spreadsheet to track
books read, ratings, and
other details.
What are The Ravens7.
Pilots Of The Secret War
Of Laos audiobooks, and
where can I find them?
Audiobooks: Audio
recordings of books,
perfect for listening while
commuting or
moltitasking. Platforms:
Audible offer a wide
selection of audiobooks.
How do I support authors8.
or the book industry? Buy
Books: Purchase books
from authors or
independent bookstores.
Reviews: Leave reviews on
platforms like Amazon.
Promotion: Share your
favorite books on social
media or recommend
them to friends.
Are there book clubs or9.
reading communities I
can join? Local Clubs:
Check for local book clubs
in libraries or community
centers. Online
Communities: Platforms
like BookBub have virtual
book clubs and discussion
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groups.
Can I read The Ravens10.
Pilots Of The Secret War
Of Laos books for free?
Public Domain Books:
Many classic books are
available for free as theyre
in the public domain.

Free E-books: Some
websites offer free e-
books legally, like Project
Gutenberg or Open
Library. Find The Ravens
Pilots Of The Secret War
Of Laos

Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way
we read, making books
more accessible than
ever. With the rise of
ebooks, readers can now
carry entire libraries in
their pockets. Among
the various sources for
ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a
popular choice. These
sites offer a treasure
trove of knowledge and
entertainment without
the cost. But what makes
these sites so valuable,
and where can you find
the best ones? Let's dive
into the world of free
ebook sites.

Benefits of Free
Ebook Sites

When it comes to
reading, free ebook sites
offer numerous
advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they
save you money. Buying
books can be expensive,
especially if you're an
avid reader. Free ebook
sites allow you to access
a vast array of books
without spending a
dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether
you're at home, on the
go, or halfway around
the world, you can
access your favorite titles
anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an
internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to
contemporary novels,
academic texts to
children's books, free
ebook sites cover all

genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook
Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality
and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000
titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic
literature in the public
domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to
have a webpage for
every book ever
published. It offers
millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic
resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows
users to search and
preview millions of books
from libraries and
publishers worldwide.
While not all books are
available for free, many
are.
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ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks
in various genres. The
site is user-friendly and
offers books in multiple
formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in
free textbooks and
business books, making
it an excellent resource
for students and
professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks
safely is crucial to avoid
pirated content and
protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not
downloading pirated
content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors
and publishers but can
also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device
Safety

Always use antivirus
software and keep your

devices updated to
protect against malware
that can be hidden in
downloaded files.

Legal
Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks.
Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the
book and that you're not
violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook
Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for
educational purposes.

Academic
Resources

Sites like Project
Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous
academic resources,
including textbooks and
scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books
on various skills, from
cooking to
programming, making
these sites great for
personal development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling
parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of
educational materials for
different grade levels
and subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook
sites ensures there's
something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction
section is brimming with
options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts
can find biographies,
self-help books, historical
texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide
range of subjects,
helping reduce the
financial burden of
education.
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Children's Books

Parents and teachers
can find a plethora of
children's books, from
picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility
Features of Ebook
Sites

Ebook sites often come
with features that
enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer
audiobooks, which are
great for those who
prefer listening to
reading.

Adjustable Font
Sizes

You can adjust the font
size to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier
for those with visual
impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features
can convert written text
into audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy
books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of
your ebook reading
experience, consider
these tips.

Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an
e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a
device that offers a
comfortable reading
experience for you.

Organizing Your
Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy
to find and access your
favorite titles.

Syncing Across
Devices

Many ebook platforms
allow you to sync your
library across multiple
devices, so you can pick
up right where you left
off, no matter which
device you're using.

Challenges and
Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with
challenges and
limitations.

Quality and
Availability of Titles

Not all books are
available for free, and
sometimes the quality of
the digital copy can be
poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how
you use the ebooks you
download, limiting
sharing and transferring
between devices.

Internet
Dependency

Accessing and
downloading ebooks
requires an internet
connection, which can
be a limitation in areas
with poor connectivity.

Future of Free
Ebook Sites

The future looks
promising for free ebook
sites as technology
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continues to advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in
technology will likely
make accessing and
reading ebooks even
more seamless and
enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand
internet access globally
will help more people
benefit from free ebook
sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized,
free ebook sites will play
an increasingly vital role
in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook
sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a
wide range of books
without the financial
burden. They are
invaluable resources for
readers of all ages and
interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So
why not explore these
sites and discover the
wealth of knowledge
they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites
legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal.
They typically offer books
that are in the public
domain or have the
rights to distribute them.
How do I know if an
ebook site is safe? Stick
to well-known and

reputable sites like
Project Gutenberg, Open
Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews
and ensure the site has
proper security
measures. Can I
download ebooks to any
device? Most free ebook
sites offer downloads in
multiple formats, making
them compatible with
various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and
smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who
prefer listening to their
books. How can I support
authors if I use free
ebook sites? You can
support authors by
purchasing their books
when possible, leaving
reviews, and sharing
their work with others.
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